[The prophylactic administration of interleukin-2 increases the survival of mice with an acute intra-abdominal infection caused by Staphylococcus aureus].
The effect of RIL-2 on the survival of mice with acute Staphylococcus aureus strain 5/2 intra-abdominal [correction of intraperitoneal] infection was studied. RIL-2 was ineffective when administered simultaneously with the LD100 dose of bacteria. Antibiotics (gentamycin or combination of penicillin and streptomycin) administered in the same fashion cured 100% of animals. However, RIL-2 proved to be effective when administered simultaneously with LD70 dose of bacteria. The prophylactic course of RIL-2 consisting of repeated injections on days 3, 2 and 1 before the challenge with LD100 dose of bacteria also resulted in the marked increase of the survival of mice. The hypothetical mechanisms of action and the prospects of RIL-2 application are discussed.